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Eric Patterson, Ph.D., is a professor in the Robertson School of Government at Regent University 
and served as dean from 2012-2018, before he voluntarily stepped down to get married last summer.  
He previously was a professor at Georgetown University and is the author or editor of thirteen 
books on foreign policy and the ethics of war.  He is a regular speaker for government audiences, 
from U.S. Central Command to the U.S. Air Force Academy to the Foreign Service Institute.  
Patterson has considerable U.S. government experience.  He served as a White House Fellow and 
Special Assistant to the Director of the U.S. Office of Personnel Management and has spent two 
stints in the State Department’s Bureau of Political and Military Affairs.  He continues to serve as an 
officer and commander in the Texas Air National Guard.  He deployed to Southwest Asia in 2011 
and supported Hurricane Harvey relief efforts in 2017.  His most recent book is Just American Wars: 
Ethical Dilemmas in U.S. Military History. 
 


